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they are to-day suffering so se-
verely." 
Again he saw her eyes grow 
bright, her features become ani-
mated with an enthusiasm that 
showed clearer than words her will-
ingness to sacrifice everything to 
this great cause. An expression of 
anguish flashed across his face as 
her full meaning became clear to 
him. 
"But why should my friendship 
interfere with your ambition in the 
slightest degree? Your desire is a 
noble one, and deserves encourage-
ment, and if I could assist you in 
any way it would please me 
greatly," in emotionate tones, look-
ing at her seriously. 
"Now, please don't misunder-
stand me," standing near and gaz-
ing at him frankly. "I am your 
friend, and, as I said before,I admire 
and respect you; but I believe that 
it will be best for our mutual good 
not to be too much in each other's 
society." Slight pause. 
" It has cost me a great effort to 
tell you this," said she, her voice 
slightly tinged with emotion, "but 
by telling you now I will be saved 
from unjust censure in the future." 
How beautiful she looked as she 
stood there under the soft light of 
the chandelier, her usual rich color 
much deepened by her emotions. 
The hard brightness of ambition 
had died from her eyes, and in its 
place was a soft, gentle expression 
of sympathy for him who stood be-
fore her, revealing by the anguish 
in his eyes how much her words 
caused him to suffer. 
" I thank you, I thank you, Miss 
Edith, for your kindness," turning 
his eyes from her and gazing at the 
floor. "Of course, if you have de-
cided, I can say nothing ; but it 
will hurt me greatly. I rarely meet 
a member of your sex who awakens 
the deep respect and admiration I 
have for you, and when you tell me 
that your purpose in life is such 
that it will be to our mutual ad-
vantage to shun each other's so-
city, it—it hurts me cruelly! Won't 
you reconsider your decision ?— 
won't you, Miss Edith ?" in husky 
tones, again looking into her eyes 
as he awaited her reply. 
"Yes, willingly," she answered, 
after a slight pause ; " but I do not 
believe my determination will be 
altered in the least." 
"Thank you," slight pause. 
"Good night," he said suddenly, 
taking her hand for a moment, then 
quickly turning, he entered the 
hall, and was out the front door in 
a moment, his features rigid from 
the great effort he was making to 
control his emotions. 
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